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At York, and within the Royal Station Hotel, on Friday, 
the llth day of December 1908, at 2.45 p.m.: 


56. The Executive Committee met, Mr. Duncan M‘Laren in the 
Chair. Present with him :—Revs. Dr. George Robson, Dr. Wardlaw 
Thompson, Tissington Tatlow, J. H. Ritson, J. Fairley Daly, E. Alport 
Wareham, George Packer; Messrs. G. Graham Brown, H. W. Smith, 
W.S., and the Secretary. 


The meeting was opened with prayer by the Rev. George Packer. 


57. The Minutes of the meeting of the Executive, of date 23rd 
September, being printed and in the hands of the members, were 
held as read, and were confirmed, 


58. Apologies for absence were intimated from the following :— 
Revs, Canon Dawson, T. H. Martin, Messrs. R. R. Simpson, F. A. 
Brown Douglas, and E. A, Talbot. 


. 69. A letter was submitted from Lord Blythswood, resigning his 
place on the Executive Committee. The resignation was accepted 
with regret, and the hope was expressed that it might be possible 
for Lord Blythswood to give his help to the work of the Conference 
in connection with one or other of the important Special Committees - 


to be appointed. It. was decided to consult with the Church 


Missionary Society regarding the filling of the vacant place on the 
Executive. 


60. The Secretary stated that he had received a communication 
from the Bishop of Birmingham, making certain inquiries regarding 
the scope of Minute 16 of the International Committee, laying down 
that “no resolution shall be allowed at the Conference which 
involves questions of doctrine or Church polity, with regard to 
which the Churches or Societies taking part in the Conference 
differ among themselves,” and that in reply he had written in the 
following terms, with the approval of all the members of the Central 
Advisory Committee :— 


THe Riaut Rey. THE BisHoP oF BirMINGHAM, D.D. 
5th October 1908. 


My Lorp BisHor,—I am asked by your Lordship to explain—(1) whether | 
the principle laid down by the General Committee of the World Missionary 
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Conference that “no resolution shall be allowed at the Conference which 
involves questions of doctrine or Church polity with regard to which the 
Churches or Societies taking part in the Conference differ among themselves” 
is intended also to apply to the recommendations made by the various commis- 
sions ; and (2) whether the work to be undertaken by Commission VIII. on 
Co-operation and the Promotion of Unity is likely to lead to any infringement 
of this principle. 

With regard to the first point, it is the opinion of the Central Advisory 
Committee that the principle referred to applies to any recommendations made 
by the Commissions in their reports. To prevent any misunderstanding an 
explicit statement to that effect is included in the printed instructions which are 
being issued to Commissions. 


As regards the work of Commission VIII.— 

(1) It is expected that this Commission will make a careful Gen atitn of 
what has already been done—(a) in respect of co-operation between different 
societies in the various branches’ of missionary effort, both in the mission field 
and in home organisation ; (6) in respect of ecclesiastical union in the mission 
field between bodies holding common or closely related views. 

(2) It is expected that the Commission will make certain recommendations 
as to the directions in which practical co-operation between missionary societies 


may with advantage be extended, it being clearly stated that such co-operation + 
is only possible where no questions of conscience or principle are involved in ~ 


‘such co-operation. 

(3) While it would be open to the Commission to direct attention to the 
great importance of unity in view of the situation confronting the Christian 
Churches in non-Christian lands, it would, in the judgment of the Central 
Advisory Committee, be entirely outside the scope of the work of the Commis- 
sion to make any recommendations or express any opinion regarding any possible 
basis or terms of ecclesiastical union between different Churches, inasmuch as 
this would clearly be an infringement of the principle already mentioned. The 
World Missionary Conference is a conference of missionary societies and com- 
mittees and could not properly take cognisance of such matters, which could be 


rightly considered only by the duly constituted courts or authorities of the 
different Churches.—I am, your obedient servant. 


The Secretary further stated that this letter had been trans- 
mitted to the North American Committee, which had forwarded a 
Minute withholding approval of the terms of the above letter, and 
also objecting to the insertion by the Central Advisory Committee 
in the printed “Instructions to Commissions” of the following 
clause :—“ It has been decided that at the Conference ‘no resolution 
shall be allowed which involves questions. of doctrine or Church 
polity with regard to which the Churches or Societies taking part 
in the Conference differ among themselves,’ It is intended that the 


same principle should apply to any recommendations made by 
Commissions in their Reports,” 


The Committee having received explanations from the Chairman 
and Secretary of the Central Advisory Committee, and having given 
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pean ot the matter full and earnest consideration, approved of the terms 
Doctrine and of the letter addressed to the Bishop of Birmingham, and of the 
hgh haraey insertion of the aforesaid paragraph in the i Instructions to Com- 
of the missions,” and further adopted the following Minute in reply to the 


Conference. ‘ . A : 4 5 
communication received from the American Executive Committee :— 


“ After full and earnest consideration of the whole matter, the 
Executive Committee are of opinion that there is no real divergence 
of view between the American Committee and the Central Advisory 
Committee as to the freedom of the Commissions in the pursuit of 
their investigations and in the report of their ‘findings’ to the Con- 
ference. The Executive Committee are entirely at one with the 
American Committee in their conviction that the ‘facts and judg- 
ments to be presented by the Commissions and brought out in the 
discussions should be allowed to bear their own witness to the 
Churches of Christendom, and they note that, on the other hand, 
the American Committee ‘have no desire that there should be any 
effort to interfere with the autonomy and independence of the 
Churches. The Executive Committee are of opinion that the 
sentence at the close of ‘Instructions, 6, has no other object and 
no other effect than to make it perfectly clear that any ‘findings’ 
or recommendations of this character are outwith the function of 

: the Commissions. The Executive Committee earnestly trust that 
the American Committee, on receiving this explanation, will recognise 
_ that the sentence referred to does not impose any new restriction of 
any kind upon the freedom of Commissions, but is simply affirmative 
of the application to Commissions of the essential restriction under 
which a Missionary Conference, representative of Societies and 
Churches having different views of Church Doctrine and Polity, 
must necessarily meet.” 


The Secretary was instructed to forward this Minute to the 
American Executive Committee, with such further explanations as 
might seem to be desirable. 


Press _ 61. Took up remit from the General Committee (Minute 33) 
Committee. ; : : ; : Aa 
regarding reconstitution of the Press and Publications Committee. 
It was agreed to delay appointment of a Committee, and in the 
meantime to ask Mr. W. W. Seton to act as a medium of corres- 
pondence with the Press on behalf of the Executive Committee. 
coud 62. It was agreed, subject to reconsideration at the next meeting, 
aoe to recommend to the General Committee that the following special 
ommttees. 


Committees be appointed:—(1) Public Meetings Committee for 
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Scotland; (2) Public Meetings Committee for England; (3) Press 
Committee; (4) Committee on Delegates; (5) Arrangements Com- 
mittee; (6) Hospitality Committee. The Central Advisory Com- 
mittee was requested to prepare a list of names of those suitable 
for appointment to these various Committees, such list to be 
circulated by post to members of Executive in sufficient time to 
give them an opportunity of suggesting further names prior to the 
next meeting of the Executive. 


63. Took up remit from the General Committee (Minute 34) 
regarding framing an estimate of the probable expense of the 
Conference. The Committee found it impossible, on the present 
data, to frame any exact estimate of the probable cost of the 


Conference, but resolved to suggest to the Finance Committee: that. 


they should aim at raising a sum of about £10,000. The proposal 
of the Finance Committee that a meeting of treasurers of the 
Missionary Societies and others should be held in London with a view 
to the formation of an English Auxiliary of the Finance Committee 
was approved, and Dr. Wardlaw Thompson was requested to make 
arrangements for the holding of such a meeting in the latter part 
of January. 


64. Read letter from the Rev. G. T. Manley, Chairman of the 
United Conference on Missionary Education, asking that the said 
Conference, as representing the work of Missionary Study in Great 
Britain, should be allowed access to the Report of Commission I. 
in proof form, and also to the Reports of other Commissions in so far 
as they contained relevant material, with a view to the preparation 
of a Mission Study Text-book for use in 1910-11, which would aim 
at presenting the extent and character of the missionary work to 
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be undertaken by the Christian Church at the’ present day. Per- _ 


mission was granted, subject to the consent of the Chairman and 
Vice-Chairmen of the Commission. 


65. Took up remit of the General Committee (Minute 29) with 
regard to Colonel Wingate’s motion “that nothing in the said rules 
shall debar any duly constituted Missionary Society having its 
office-bearers in the home-land, and its missionaries in the foreign 
field from sending one delegate to the Conference.” The Committee 
were unanimously of opinion that the basis of representation as 
originally proposed by the Executive Committee should be adhered 
to, but it was agreed, in the first instance, to instruct the Secretary 
to prepare, in consultation with Mr. Alport Wareham, a statement 
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showing as far as possible how many additional Societies would be 
entitled to representation if the amendment proposed by Colonel 
Wingate were accepted. It was further decided to ascertain the 
views of the American Executive Committee with regard to the 
suggested amendment. 


66. Two vacancies having occurred on the Executive Committee 
owing to the resignation of Dr. Mackichan and the appointment 
of Mr. J. H. Oldham as Secretary of the Conference, it was resolved 
to add the Rev. C. E. Wilson to the Committee, and to delay in 
the meantime filling up the vacant place. 

67. It was agreed to send to all missionaries, through the 
Missionary Societies, a copy of the Official Statement of the Aims 
and Plan of the Conference. 


68. The date of the next meeting of the Executive Committee, 


and also of the General Committee, was fixed for Thursday, 25th 
March, the Meetings to be held in Edinburgh. 


Closed with the benediction. 





